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MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 27th day of July, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman  
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr., Treasurer     
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Earl Jann, Executive Director  
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Daniel NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources  
  Steve D'Amico, Business Office Manager 
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
 
  
ATTENDEES:   Sean Dwyer  
   Mike Wymer  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, July 13, 2017. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, July 13, 2017. 
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IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached not to exceed the amount of 
$5,102,798.00 and that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all 
associated documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the 
Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached not to exceed the amount of 
$5,102,798.00 and that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all 
associated documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the 
Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 2 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

494 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

495 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

496 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

497 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

498 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

499 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

500 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

501 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

502 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

503 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

504 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

505 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

506 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

507 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

508 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

509 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

510 

 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

511 

 
VI. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
VII. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 3-12) 
 
ITEM 3 - AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT PROPOSAL OF FORBES CAPRETTO 

HOMES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF 
APPROXIMATELY 923 LINEAR FEET OF EIGHT (8”) INCH PVC 
WATERMAIN, TWO (2) HYDRANTS, ONE (1) LINE VALVE AND 
APPURTENANCES IN DONEGAL MANOR/WATERFORD ESTATES PH-3, 
PT-F, TOWN OF CLARENCE, PROJECT NO. 201700049, EC NO. 6952 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") desires to enter into a Main 

Extension Agreement (Builder-Contractor-Developer) with Forbes Capretto Homes for the 
construction and installation of approximately 923 linear feet of eight (8”) inch PVC watermain, 
two (2) hydrants, one (1) line valve and appurtenances in Donegal Manor/Waterford Estates PH-
3, PT-F, Town of Clarence; and 
 

WHEREAS, The materials, work, labor and services for said installation shall be 
supplied and paid for by the applicant; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said installation of main and hydrants has been assigned Work 
Authorization No. EC-6952; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer advised that the materials, work, labor 
and services for said installations, as proposed to be supplied and installed by the applicant, meet 
with the Authority's specifications;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority accepts the proposal of Forbes Capretto Homes for the construction 
and installation of approximately 923 linear feet of eight (8”) inch PVC watermain, two (2) 
hydrants, one (1) line valve and appurtenances in Donegal Manor/Waterford Estates PH-3, PT-F, 
Town of Clarence; and 
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RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said Main Extension 

Agreement (Builder-Contractor-Developer) between the Authority and Forbes Capretto Homes  
covering the abovementioned subdivision. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 4 - AWARD OF CONTRACT TO SIMMERS CRANE DESIGN AND SERVICES 

FOR INSPECTION AND REPAIR OF OVERHEAD CRANES AT VARIOUS 
ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY LOCATIONS FROM JULY 1, 2017 
TO JUNE 30, 2018, PROJECT NO. 201700072 - $50,920.00 

 
  Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (Authority) heretofore advertised in the 
Dodge Reports and the NYS Contract Reporter on the 15th day of May, 2017, a notice inviting 
sealed bids or proposals in accordance with Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for 
inspection and repair of overhead cranes at various Erie County Water Authority locations from 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, A sealed bid or proposal was opened in the office of the Authority on the 
6th day of June, 2017, at 12:00 p.m., local time, and was as follows: 
 

BIDDER   AMOUNT 
 

Simmers Crane Design & Services* $50,920.00 
 

*Only bid received; and  
 

WHEREAS, The bid bond has been approved by Anthony Alessi, Claims 
Representative/Risk Manager; and 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Michael Haendiges, Production 

Engineer have reviewed the specification and bid and determined that Simmers Crane Design & 
Services is a responsible bidder qualified to perform the project and have recommended that a 
contract be awarded to that firm for the abovementioned project;   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
That it is hereby determined that Simmers Crane Design & Services is a responsible 

bidder for the abovementioned project, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute a contract with said contractor for inspection and repair of overhead cranes at various 
Erie County Water Authority locations from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 in the total amount of 
$50,920.00; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  Pursuant to New York State Finance Law ''139-j and 139-k and the 
Authority's Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures with the award and execution by the 
Authority of this contract, the Restricted Period will cease; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Director of Administration is hereby authorized and directed to 
create a Master Purchase Order for the abovementioned contract. 

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 5 - AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR WATERMAIN 

MATERIALS PURCHASE CONTRACT JANUARY 1, 2018 TO DECEMBER 
31, 2019, PROJECT NO. 201800001 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Paul H. Riester, Director of 

Administration recommend that the Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") publish a notice 
inviting sealed bids or proposals pursuant to Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for 
Watermain Materials Purchase Contract January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, The work, labor and services for the abovementioned project is estimated to 
cost an amount in excess of $10,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Advertisement for Bids for Watermain Materials Purchase Contract 
January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2019 will be conducted pursuant to the enacted legislation, 
New York State Finance Law Sections 139-j and 139-k and the Authority’s Purchasing 
Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Paul H. Riester, Director of Administration will be the designated contact 
person for the project with the adoption of this resolution; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the plans and specifications and form of bid be prepared for Watermain Materials 
Purchase Contract January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2019 and upon completion be made 
available for inspection by bidders in the office of the Authority; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish a notice 
inviting sealed bids or proposals pursuant to Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for the 
abovementioned project. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 6 - APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 OF KANDEY COMPANY, INC. 

FOR EMERGENCY WATERMAIN REPAIR CONTRACT, AUGUST 1, 2015 
THROUGH JULY 31, 2017, PROJECT NO. 201500031, CONTRACT NO. 15-
11-07  

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 22nd day of July, 2015, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with Kandey Company, Inc. for Emergency 
Watermain Repair Contract, August 1, 2015 through July 31, 2017, identified as Contract No. 
15-11-07; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said contractor has submitted Change Order No. 1 to provide for the 
following changes: 

 
1.  Delete the following: 
      - Section 00500 Agreement, Article 3 – Contract Times, 3.01 Time of the Essence, D. 

The Contract expires on July 31, 2017 
2.  Insert the following: 
 - Section 00500 Agreement, Article 3 – Contract Times, 3.01 Time of the Essence, 

D. The Contract expires on August 31, 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, The reason for said change is because a new Emergency Watermain Repair 
Contract will not be executed prior to the July 31, 2017 expiration date, therefore a time 
extension is required; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Leonard F. Kowalski, Sr. 
Distribution Engineer recommend approval of said Change Order No. 1;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
That Change Order No. 1 of Kandey Company, Inc. to provide for the abovementioned 

change be approved; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said Change Order No. 
1 on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 7 - AUTHORIZATION TO EXTEND THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT WITH IVR TECHNOLOGY GROUP, LLC. TO ASSIST THE 
ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY IN ENHANCING ITS DATA BASE 
OF CONTACT EMAILS, WIRELESS NUMBERS AND ANY OTHER 
SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS DEEMED NECESSARY, 
IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT NO. 201600192- $25,320.0 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 28th of July, 2016, the Erie County Water 
Authority's Board of Commissioners passed a resolution to enter into a Professional Services 
Contract with IVR Technology Group, LLC (IVR) to enhance the Authority's Database of 
Contact Emails, Wireless Numbers, and Other Social Media Communications Systems; and 

WHEREAS, Said Contract will expire on July 31, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Paragraph 4 (Term) of the Contract, the Contract may be 
renewed for an additional one year period; and  

WHEREAS, IVR submitted a letter requesting a one year extension; and 
 
WHEREAS, Paul H. Riester, Director of Administration recommends extending the 

contract for a one year period; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority extends the contract with IVR to provide information technology 
consulting and support services for a one year period; and be it further 

 
 



 
 

 
7/27/17 

516 

RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute the Contract Extension 
Form submitted. 
  
 Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 

Noes:  None 
 
ITEM 8 - APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT NO. 1 OF DRESCHER & MALECKI LLP   
  TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES IN    
  CONNECTION WITH THE EXAMINATION OF THE AUTHORITY’S   
  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEARS ENDING DECEMBER 31,   
  2014, 2015 AND 2016 AND SUBMITTING THE AUTHORITY’S FINANCIAL 
  STATEMENTS/ REPORTS TO THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS 
  ASSOCIATION FOR CONSIDERATION OF RECEIVING THE    
  CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL   
  REPORTING, PROJECT NO. 201400193 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 16th  day of October, 2014, the Erie County Water 
Authority ("Authority") entered into an agreement with Drescher & Malecki LLP to provide 
professional accounting services in connection with the examination of the Authority’s financial 
statements for the years ending December 31, 2014, 2015 and 2016 and submission of the 
Authority’s financial statements/reports to GFOA; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said consultant has submitted Amendment No. 1 to amend the contract to 
add the option of two (2) one year mutually agreed to extensions; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Authority’s Audit Committee recommends approval of said 
Amendment No. 1;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That Amendment No. 1 of Drescher & Malecki LLP to provide for the abovementioned 
change be approved; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said Amendment No. 1 
on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 9 - REFUND FOR NEW SERVICE INSTALLATIONS - $37,513.07 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") has installed new services 
identified on its records by OWIP numbers; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said new services have been completed and the actual cost thereof 
ascertained; and 
 

WHEREAS, The entire actual cost thereof is less than the estimated cost of the new 
services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller, under the date of July 27, 2017, has 
recommended that the following refunds be made as set forth in attached Schedule A; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority repay the difference between the estimated cost of said new services 
and the entire actual costs thereof to the parties and in the amounts hereinafter set forth in 
attached Schedule A. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 10 -  AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY'S ANNUAL CAPITAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, In a resolution dated November 17, 2016, the Erie County Water Authority 
(the "Authority") adopted its Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, From time to time, due to changes in spending priorities, availability of 
funds, or changes in other circumstances, the Authority finds it proper to amend its Budget to 
reflect such changes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority has been advised by Leonard Kowalski, Senior Distribution 
Engineer, additional funding is needed for the Filter Media Replacement and Fire/Chlorine 
Alarm System projects at Sturgeon point; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to provide the additional funding for these project, funds within the 
Capital Budget will need to be re-allocated as follows:  
 
Unit No Capital  No: Description  Increase Decrease 
1010 101108 Filter 3&4 Media Replacement $    165,000  
1010 101138 Fire/Chlorine Alarm System       250,000   
     
2510 101122 OBG-12   $     415,000 
     
    Totals $     415,000  $     415,000 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority's Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2017 be amended as listed 
above. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 11 -    AUTHORIZATION TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
COUNTY-WIDE SHARED SERVICES PROPERTY TAX SAVINGS PANEL   

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

 WHEREAS, The FY 2018 State Budget includes a new initiative designed to generate 
property tax savings by facilitating operational collaboration between local governments known 
as the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative (the “Initiative”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, This Initiative establishes a Shared Services Panel (the “Panel”) in each 
county which will work to help develop and ultimately approve a County-Wide Shared Service  
Property Tax Savings Plan (the “Plan”) through intergovernmental cooperation to find new 
opportunities to share and coordinate services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Under this program any parties to a proposed consolidation must be 
members of the Panel in order to receive a grant under this program; and  
  
 WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (the “Authority”) and the Town of Eden 
(the “Town”) are currently in discussions to convert the Town’s water system from Lease 
Management to Direct Service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Earl L. Jann, Executive Director advises that the Authority has been invited 
to join the Panel with the Town; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to participate in the Panel a representative must be appointed by 
the Board of Commissioners;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of the Authority hereby appoints Earl L. Jann, Executive 
Director as the Authority’s representative to serve on the Panel. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 12 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order Nos. 2017-22, 2017-23 and 2017-24, to Russo Development, Inc. for 
Service Area No. 1 under Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service 
Area No. 2 under Contract No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under 
Contract No. 17-04-01.  
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VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 

       
 
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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